Management of cytogenetic data in multi-center leukemia trials.
This paper provides methods for storing and retrieving cytogenetics data, which must reside jointly in a reference laboratory and in a data co-ordinating center. The major piece of data is the character string that uses the International System for Human Cytogenetic Nomenclature. Simple and complex data retrieval, using Statistical Analysis System (SAS) functions INDEX and SUBSTR, are illustrated. Use of the methods of this paper can save considerable costs in setting up cytogenetic data systems compared with other proposed systems which have come to the authors' attention.